A VISIT TO ADU DHARI

About onc¢e a nenth I wisit Abm Dhabi, the zost weaterly of the
Truelsl States and one day in July I set off from Dohm 2urly im the
morning. It was pleasantly ceol mnd crisp for the time of Yazar and,
Sinece the tide was dut, it was possible &o drive tie landrover alongs
the heach for sene rdles befora 1% was ngoessary to aitrike ianland,

The drive Adang the beach wasg bolth inferdsflng und Deaptiful, Tas
Sea was a8 calui as enoe could imagine it and the tintest aof little
waves edzed the shore with a silvery thread, contrasfing harwonisuaiy
with the dewep fresh bluss and greens of 4he scva, A smail sgr=tafut
wooden boat was lylung off=inire oVéry few hundred vards and is amsch -—
ef them a fighernan was tildying up, attending to iz nets and generalily
busying hiuself shout 1is boat, Tho Zisne of tha boat with ite nigh 4
tapered steofn shaped itike a larpge but immovable raddsr gave the
impression of ireat antiguity and at the same tims of prosent nsefule—
nass and the brown sometimes naked bHodies of the Tishermmm gave life
to the Flit Blue seéa. Tore and there alons the siare there were
snall hoys ard girls - the girls in their dong pretir draszes = in
little groups and soma of the hoys were bathing in ths sea in the
ahallows, The early mormdag sun on the acene ssemed to clathe the
rorning wlth the qualliy oF the bza of Homer and the horoes « and
it svemed an Rzel6Fs and timelees —ornina, .t sncae giving the
inpression of the dawn of man's histery and of present vital rexlity,

There is a sandy plateau above the level of tie beoeh and this =]
has eloarly in tize prat boon vnder the asea, for amonsst the somd :
there ar  iramierable bioken shelils, HHere stand the Fgua & oud
houses of the fisherfolk of J mairai their housce are aads From
paln fronds apd have the advantarze of givine shade and 2t the sanme
tima of allowing the breeZs %o percolats and cool them, DHehind
fhe housea there are gardens o d:te Polrm, wieTe the dates are

at present ripeneing inte a wnarw golden bhrowm, =nd rolling dunes of
elean white sand.

Aftor aseveral :alles of driving along the beagh, we = my yhite=
elod driver and T « gtruek inlond over the dumes and he:wean the
palm gardens towards the inkind Great Yest Road. Ve drove along this
vary doll highway, over gravael uplaln, over sxall low patshes of
sand studded with cawel thern, p 8% the unlspresszive seriss of dunes,
wiich are grandiomely calisd Jebel A3, over the s=glt f£Réts and
piat strange shapes left in the dosert by the effect of wind erosieng
then ever pzfiehes whers the waeter 18 oniv arn inch or twe helov the
gurface and vhere & thiek enerusiuzent of gleawing salt Iines the s
made by ecarlier wvehicles.

Abn Uhebi town is oa an isiand akont 90 nmites frap Dubal and the
firagt view of the islund i3 a whiite fower shirmering in the distance;
and on drawing cleser it is sean to be a square cut fort [ Ioiown as
Hagta'a )} guard ng the causeway, which lpads over te the island =
this iz comrarotively modern dnmovation and on'y a few yearTs agn
the visitor hed o drive through a shallew pert aof the sen in ovdar
to reeach Abu Phabi, The ear approaches a check peirty = ssniry of
the Abu Bhebil Police oresonts arms; he is wesring = hrowneyelligw
headelath (gutra) and he shen leaps on to the car, eitler Lercung
onn the bonmnet or starnding Iike a sostilicen heuind, and escortis the
travellar to tlhe next barrisr abwest a hundreed yords furticr onp othar
policenien on duty in the fort come out,; smils and shake hands znd
then the b r:der is ratsed and cne is free to drive sver the causav
The sea is a ddep bine all about tingsd with rreen and 1t runs
swiftly under the canseway; on the Tight sianding in the water is a
round tewor with an, aeccess ladder leading to one of the widnowsy this
* tower E8 a0 longer nsed and dates from the still fairly recent days
when it wes considered necessary to gusrd the ford,
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On.a on the isiood 34 i3 not long before the town of Abu Doghi
+t=glf appoars and thé Tirst £AlRF to.meet the eye is the large
aguare turreited and prily crenliated -white phlkace of ithe Ruler,
Shaikh Shakbbut bim Sultan.  It-stand there looking very rsninkstent -
of a Bean Geste fort, sed amongst -the palma with the rod and white .
fiag of Abu Dhabd fluitering over it. Hbwever in ordef fo reach
“tiis potentially ol ric¢h town ona has to 'Iet the alr gut of tae
tyros to énable the landrover %o cross the lmsk fow W?ﬂﬁﬂt
of undulatisg sa:nd, which rinzs Thd fown.

The Afonoy there i a t¥o storied amall but mudern hui_gg.n.g £+ S
~tue memshurs and the Tolit¥enl OTfices !ivos thers: Vo setiled 4n |
there befors drivinr noross t_,_,gami and betyeen the palm trmw teo .

- mee the luler-in-his-neglisr We halted in the yrrd, faclug the g:"ﬁ_’ﬁ

5 . gate of the paluteé.. -4 pelicemen’s face dimfer the bhrown yeIlaow —

haaﬂdﬂsg lonlted owt of the wieckét gatc and_on dissovering that 1% . -
VAR the "Hu'Taned' flumg the gotes open.  Just ingids the door Shoikh
3hnkhhnt and hila broithex Shalkh Zaid, whe énce refused & bribe from -
" the Sgudis of E30m when the PBuratoi dlspute was at its heipght, grestod
us, Ye walled -acrosy the inside court towards the neg:l.:ls and  the ;
row of poliﬁmm i thely gelomed hoad shawls wors culled o ]
attention with a claitar aa we-all paidsed.  We sat down and Sha:l.kh '

—. — Bhaxhbut at-once showed that ha was in. 1gaud_mn_ﬂ, mm:t he

o uighi e, Having just received o moderntely. larps sum in.cash rrm
“the Cihdef R&pmuntativa of one -of the o1l Waniu wﬂkmg in hiw -
.. #tate, Hath the Ruler-and hie hitoiliar: were wearing the-blsok gold~ -
adzed sloaks = sba « whigh is the . dnumon dress in this pu-t-ﬁf—tht :
worid over their. long white robes wi he 1dittlis tassni ‘Bt the - :
neeok, whieh ia usual in Omang round r waints they wera: tho 1argt
—durved pold dazfer knowh as the fkﬁaujﬁt,- ‘On thedr heads they = o

"_" wo:a_irhmml ailic wilte —sutra' 'aad 'ugal u mm:r aﬂ-ﬂbr‘w*

Soon_coffes was Broughk by the fress .ayed and. rat!ser ﬂllainptm- 'j;
Iooking coffes max, Who Jingled thy small routd coffee cupl bHefowre
pouring the coffos =ut of a farse pot with a flourkai and -and handing
i %o us in tuirn with a soarwile down aid ap scvop. After a. Jﬂmﬂ
time we took owr leave aa Business would not mr‘nﬂ.l :

- gmtho first &slls Later wa went bagk to.lunch in the pal&#&q i
Coffee was served ps before and then we walked agross The Innesr murtu
to the dining roem, Lunch wias 36% out)on the flosr in theuwsnal: —

_Arak-smenssrpmrteon ITring oi§1les—ol- whow tna—fxram"armﬂx;_ﬁﬁ“
limes - 2 summer dGiah} reast chioken in aunll plates and fried. ﬂim =
cakes and ont surprising of a)l blaekberry tart, an imasvatdion
-ap rewtly prepared Wy the Bmds MiTHger-ts cool. _.ﬁa—sat—ﬂn the gmund
and ate with cue right hands and ¢eoaversation flowed. Albera very
“bonhonons luneh we returned to the weglis for further mm al
‘and soffas. Tus Feom ia Spread With celpets and ‘tho chaire sre

—--Bpholsteredaldernatelywith vét asd white nd blae and white wiotvh, -
an appropriate colour schoug Loy peopie who have heen in trnaiy ;
ralations with the Bristish sincg 1820, -After thie tho Wulss amampnn-

- 1ed us down the steps of his palace tp ithe par and we Tetumied: trtht

— .- - Agenoys - Im thy evaiEing the Huley came to tes with_the Politieal—

Officer and me and we had further conversations, 3,1na11y inconse and
rose waiteér was offered und The Fller and Aaiﬂ ‘toak theiy leawe,

Thore are atlill ;-g;a: _few algns in_.ﬁnLﬁhsbl thut the pjl.aqa—in—
potentially oil rich deapits the anacuncement made by-Abu Dhabi
Harxine Arvas Lid {thal they intend- o go inte commereial production.
Tha tewen consdists largely of palsm frond bhulldings — barastis - thomgh
there nro o fow huildihgs of stope, quite well bnils, which have
Tesontly been sud uwp br the _Shelkhs. On the shore therc aie a numbeyr
of decrepit and derelict sld Boats and the wmerkot 4s amall with vexy
narrow strocts as -is neurl in most merkets Ain the Fruceial States, The
shopa are afill all vexy tiney. The oil oom: TRy =~ A DeM.As = have
built some new officss and & new house for ths Ghiof Logal Repruamﬁ-
ative, with whom we dines in the avemng.
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Tne Chieof Local Reprasentativés hous: is well dore and in the

drawing room one has the Fipst giimnse of the Inzury, which oll

wealth tsus

1¥y brings. Thore is ot prosent—virtuelly no dign of - -

Cit-EnAbn- Phabl-town, though 4 néw tows plan 13 beins drawn ap

and it wirl ‘be interesting to ‘eoe how rapldly the advent of oil-
wili ehanze thivigs. Hesntime ;
nasa, which is quite refrveshing alter the hustle of Dubai, I
wordd 1ike t6 sée DotR uplascs in ten vears time, -

Atn, Bhehl enfovs =z guict ang peiéi’-_lﬂ-
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Bian, ARU DHABI

A coastdl town uf abuvut 6,000 inhabitanis. There
is8 & saadd fort, and the huusea are mostly bullt of

~ date matting though some are of masonry. 'here is
sk @3 ' & small bazaar, and & poul anchorage.
T —— The watsT ﬂuyply i1s from oits @od wells, and is

net very good. The supglies are praetieally nide
Thers is usually no cultivation, and thers-are. ®ery

few dates, Small juantities uf cloth, rice, coffse — ——
‘and sugar a==e imnartad, Thare ars also about 780 can
'zls and 45 horses.

_I ] MAQTAL, IO miles.
10 . .

Across lovel sand to a cresk called AL MAQTA'. It
is nearly 200 yards wide, and contains evzn at low
tide b feet of water. In the midst of 1t there is
a Toet . -

SUQ IBLIS- - I+ miles.
Due e2ast uver bare sandy stretches te & stony emin-

ence consisting of an vuicrop of limestons rock, in
g fantastiec shape, above the white sand,

NAHSHILAH ( water heles ) 26 miles.

=
b2 P
The same desert of £and dunes continuss. >
_4 BUL HUWAIL I6 miles.
67
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g TaE PRINCIPALITIES
1. ABu DHABI

.« principality is the largegt in area and only second in .
t a;ﬂ;ﬁt{? #Shﬁll-}jahah.y It stmtcﬁgg along the coast from the creek of
Ghanadhah on the N. to that of ‘Odeid on the W., adistance
of over 200 miles. Towards the interior the boundaries are ill e
defined ; they are said to extend on the E. to the Bireimi oasis, and
on the S. to the margin of the Ruba‘ el-Khali desert. - The settled
population’is believed to be between 10,000 and 15,000, while the
 Bedouins (chiefly Beni Yas and Manasir) may number nearly 4,000.
The ruling Sheikh is Hamdan ibn Zeid el-Khalifah, who succeeded
his brother Tahniin in 1912, and is described as a firm ruler, able fo
maintain order. During the period of anxiety fellowing the vie-
tories of Ibn Sa‘id of Nejd in 1913, he endeavoured to introduce
arms and ammunition on the plea that the Emir might invade his
_ territories (see above). In the same year he negotiated a truce

between the Sultan of Oman and the rebel chiefs. He appears to
he a worthy descendant of his predecessor Zeid ibn Khalifah, who
in 1908 was the most powerful personality in Trucial Oman. The
principality consists of the following distritts from E. to W.: Abu

- Dhabi, Dhafrah (including Beiniinah and Liwah) Sabkhah Matti,
Mijan, and ‘Aqal, with the possible.addition of Khatam. It further
includes the islands of Arzanah, Dayyinah, Dalmah, Das, Qamein
Salali, Yas, and Zirko.

i. Abu Dhabi, the ‘home district’, consists of undulating sandy -
desert, with scanty grazing and poor water-supply; there &re,
however, wells on or near the routes to the Bireimi oasis at Bud .
Huweil, Masheirif, and- Juhar, and at Silmiyah, 20 miles SSE. of -
Abu Dhabi town. Sig Iblis, about 25 miles E. of the town, is
a fantastically shaped outcrop of sandstone forming a landmark on .
the main Bireimi road. Sameih, 6 or 7 miles E.of Khor el-Ghani-
dhah, is a hilly place with 7 wells of poor water used as a rendezvous
by tribesmen of Abu Phabi and Dibai when preparing for war.
The-only village of consequence is -Batin on the N. shore of the
inlet of the same name, 1} miles SW. of the nearest part of Abu
Dhabi town ; it consists of 130 date-branch huts belonging to the
Al Bu Maheir and Sidan tribes ; it has some date plantations with"
wells, and 50 pearl-boats. ; - _

The town of Abu Dhabi is situated on the. coast, about 88 miles
SW. of Sharjah, with a population of over 6,000. It extends for
about 13 miles along the shore, and consists chiefly of mat huts,
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with only a few stone buildings ; the Sheikh’s large recta
fort, with towers at the.corners, is a little distance inlang be s
the town, and on the outskirts in the same direction is a ‘ha :
of Indian traders from Tatta in Sind. ﬂﬁm are some indiﬁe:;I
wells at the back of fhe town, and s w pits yield water at
a place 3-4 miles distant; formerly water was - brought by sea
from Dibai. The bazaar has about 70 shops, more than half of which
are kept by Persians, and a third by Hindus. The le live
almost entirely by pearl-diving and fishing, there being little eult;.
vation, but they own more than 700 camels. About half are of the
Beni Yas tribe, the remainder of various other tribes, chiefly Al By
Maheir, Siidan, and Marar. The Persians number 500, the Hindus
less than a hundred. .

At high tide Abu Dhabi becomes an island, through the connexion
of creeks and backwaters. About 10 miles inland there is a ford -
on the cireek called Khor el-Magta', connecting the interior of Khar
el-Batin with the sea at a point 2 or 3 miles beyond the town,

iﬁhe passage to the mainland, which can only be made on foot at
ow tide.

ii." Dhafrah, between the Persian Gulf on the N. and the Great
Desert on the S., is bounded on the W. by Sabkhat Matti and the
Jafirah desert, and on the E. by Khatam. 1t is a vast region,
containing at least fiverknown tracts, Liwah, Beininah, Qufa. a'a_ﬁ'.
and Dhafmh Proper. Liwah, the most important, lies farthest
inland ; it is a narrow belt 175 miles long, running E. and W, and
consisting of undulating white sand-dunes, with a series of more than
20 depressions, each of which contains fertile soil and supports the
cultivation of a neighbouring village ; water is obtained at about
12 ft.  Beindinah'is a tract of heavy red sand or soil, with scrub and
grazing, lying NW. of Liwah, and between it and the Gulf. Qufa, X.
of Liwah, is.a barren region of sandy ridges, with a few shallow wells :
Taff, a maritime strip extending the whole length of Dhafrah.
The tract of Dhafrah Proper is E. of Beinéinah, and resembles it
in character. The inhabitants of the whole of Dhafrah belong to
the Beni Yas and Manasir tribes. The remaining tracts are of less
importance. iii. Sabkhah Matti is a coastal district W. .ﬂf_ Ber-
niinah, extending for a distance of about 30 miles and consisting

a salirle or nitrous marsh without wells or vegetation. iv. Mijan,
W. of the preceding, is a district of stony mounds and firm
pebbly tracts, with some grazing in winter, and a good many well
v. ‘Agal, between Mijan and the base of the peninsula of El-Qatar.
a tract of heavy dark sand. vi. Khatam lies NE. of Dhafrah Proper:
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